, identity 12 and many other problems. There have definitely been fewer studies focusing on the functioning of the Jewish community at a local or regional level. Only in the light of a few articles does one have a micro vision of Jewish life, acquainting oneself with the postwar reality through the prism of Tarnów, Świdnica 13 or other smaller town communities, in which Jewish institutions appeared once again after 1945. Even less information may be found on the community of German Jews that also functioned for at least a few years after the end of the war in the Western and Northern Territories 14 . This text takes a look at one of the many cities of Lower Silesia, postwar Jewish estate. The article presents Jelenia Góra in the years [1945] [1946] [1947] , within the limits of which one of the first Jewish committees, exceptional due to the presence and activity of German Jews, was established. By means of the example of Jelenia Góra, the author aims to present the problems of this community, as well as examples of several persons and events crucial to understanding the context of Jewish life in the city. He considers questions relating to the status of the committee and its members, as well as real opportunities of staying on the territories granted to Poland.
German Jews in Jelenia Góra before 1945
The modern history of Jews in Jelenia Góra (de. Hirschberg im Schlesien) is connected with the State of Prussia. In 1812, after the implementation of the edict introducing the equality of Jewish population 15 , many people decided to settle in Silesia, also in the vicinity of the Karkonosze 16 . The growing community in the city in the second 10 K. Kersten, Polacy, Żydzi, komunizm. Anatomia półprawd 1939 -68, Warszawa 1992 1945 -1970 , "Rocznik Świdnicki", 2003 14 Among the most interesting German language publications, see: H. Hirsch, Gehen oder bleiben? Juden in Pommern und Niederschlesien 1945 -1955 Ruchniewicz, A. Brämer, Göttingen 2014, p. 473-502; K. Friedla, Juden in Breslau/Wrocław 1933 -1949 2015.
15 Under The Emancipation Edict Jews obtained citizenship rights in Prussia and the status of Einlander. See: M. Brenner, German-Jewish history in modern times. Vol. 2: Emancipation and acculturation: 1780 -1871 , New York 1997 16 It was the consequence of the right to free choice of place of settlement; for more about the exceptional dynamics of Jewish community development, among others in Jelenia Góra, see: L. Ziątkowski . A little earlier, in 1846, a newly built synagogue was ceremonially opened (Mikołaj Kopernik Street today), and blessed by rabbi Abraham Geiger from Wrocław. In the following century, Jews were a slightly smaller group. In 1933, only 240 persons belonged to the Jewish Community, and one year later -182 persons 18 . Successively, the legislation introduced in the Third Reich against Jews, influenced migrations and a slow decline also in the community of Jelenia Góra. Anti-Semitic excesses were a separate issue, among others the murder of five Jews from Jelenia Góra 19 in July 1934 or the devastation of a synagogue during the Kristallnacht. In this context, an interesting source of knowledge on Jewish history in the city is the 1938 study by Heim Mothes 20 . In the typescript of his work he included not only the historical outline of the community but, most of all, its situation at that time. He specified the size of the group and described individual members of the community. Thanks to this work, it may be determined that on the threshold of the Extermination in Jelenia Góra there were 144 Jews
21
: 68 women and 76 men. Preliminary analysis of jobs and house or flat localisations on a city map indicates that affluent persons constituted the majority of the group. Definitely, most people came from Silesia, including Jelenia Góra itself. There were 35 tradesmen who dominated among the different professions. In Jelenia Góra, there were also three factory owners and barristers, a rabbi, a doctor, a dentist, a craftsman, a shop assistant as well as some representatives of several different professions. The majority of them identified themselves as Jews. Some, but these are separate examples, described themselves as Catholic, Evangelic or nondenominational. The author of the study did not forget to mention persons called "Mischling" 22 according to German law of that time, who apparently numbered 16 in 17 M. Borkowski, A. Kirmiel, T. Włodarczyk, Śladami Żydów: Dolny Śląsk, Opolszczyzna, Ziemia Lubuska, Warszawa 2008, p. 28-29 . In this period of time, there was a constant population growth in the city. In 1872 Jelenia Góra was inhabited by 11 776 people, and in 1913 as many as 21 244 persons. Zbigniew Kwaśny specified the number of Jews ("Moses worshippers") in the city in 1885 -396 people, which was to constitute about 2.5 per cent of the city population, see: Z. . On the other hand, postwar documentation gathered for the needs of investigation against German crimes revealed that in May 1945 seventy Jewish prisoners from Kowary area were counted as tuberculosis patients in Bukowiec hospital. 40 . The state of health of these ill and exhausted people was serious enough for them to spend several subsequent weeks in the institution. Similar medical institutions accepted a great number of Jewish people from branches concentrated around the Riese complex in the Sowie Mountains, e.g. in Głuszyca. The presence of those former prisoners is also confirmed by some other documents. The picture of forced labourers, including Jews, photographing themselves at one of the vantage points at the edge of the town at the no longer existing Helicon 41 is symbolic.
German Jews Committee
The fact that Jewish people -former concentration camp prisoners -were living in the area of Jelenia Góra is crucial in the context of the establishment of the first 49 inhabiting the territory of the whole poviat, including 43 people in Jelenia Góra itself, were found on the list of those registered dated 2 nd August 1945. German Jews constituted the biggest group, though they were not the only ones. There are also separate, individual examples of people from Hungary, England, Austria and France. The list is rather detailed; for example, it contains information about when a specific person is present in the territory of a town. Prisoners transported to the area of Jelenia Góra Basin during the war are probably about the half of the group. The description accompanying their surnames includes an exact year or sometimes the month of their arrival; in some cases even the name of the camp they had come from. Jewish inhabitants of the poviat who declared a long-term stay reaching back to the 1920s and the 1930s belonged to the remaining part of the group. In fact, some of these are found on the already mentioned Undoubtedly, in other cities similar committees might also have come into existence, especially in those places where German Jews were staying, at least in Kłodzko or Wałbrzych. However, there is no source confirmation of this thesis.
In this context, it is worth paying attention to the problem of the demography of this specific group. In his work devoted to Jewish people in Lower Silesia, Szyja Bronsztejn gives the number of 135 persons in the territory of the whole Lower Silesia 
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registered themselves in newly established organisations though it is difficult to define the scale of these activities.
Katharina Friedla gave a partial answer to the above doubts. In her work dedicated to Wrocław Jews, the researcher determined their number to be about 1600-1800 people right after the end of the war. At the turn of the years 1945 and 1946, the community amounted to just under 1000 people. On the basis of these calculations, it has to be admitted that German Jews constituted a larger group than has thought over the years 60 . It may be that more detailed research will reveal more precise numbers applying to other locations and German Jews staying there. The data sent to the CCJP for August indicate that 150 people were registered with committee in Jelenia Góra 61 . In the opinion of the author, this number refers -in the vast majority of cases -just to "Jews-autochthones".
The German Jews committee established in July 1945 in Jelenia Góra functioned in this form for quite a short period of time. As early as 23
rd August a letter informing the authorities about the establishment of the Jewish Committee, a branch of the CCJP, together with a request for permission to conduct registration "within the city of Jelenia Góra and in its area" 62 was received by the starost. The seal at the bottom of the document shows that it was created by the representatives of the Jewish Committee in Jelenia Góra located at 27 Gotschdorferstrasse (currently Spółdzielcza Street), that is an institution already established by German Jews (sic!). The starost Wojciech Tabaka in his letter dated more than one week later written to the voivode, mentioned his doubts concerning two different groups of Jews who had wanted to register Jewish people and had presented themselves as the community representation 63 . The matter is finally explained by the documentation of the Voivodeship Jewish Committee (VJC) in Dzierżoniów, the representatives of which visited Legnica and Jelenia Góra at the beginning of August -the latter in connection with the information about the existence of the German Jews committee. In the report on this tour, there was a statement that the VJC president Jakub Egit "had created a Polish Jews Committee in this place and two representatives of the existing Committee had become part 60 M. Sadowski, Deportacje niemieckich Żydów z Wrocławia do KZ-Theresienstadt w styczniu i kwietniu 1944 r., "Studia nad Faszyzmem i Zbrodniami Hitlerowskimi", vol. 18 (1995) , p. 264. The author, describing the last deportations of Jews from Wrocław, mentions only a group of people hiding and/or living in mixed marriages. Though he does not mention the number, he writes that in Wrocław "the once thriving community, with its roots in the Middle Ages, has been almost totally annihilated", the statement suggests that there were a residual number of Jews remaining in the city. B. Szaynok and Sz. Bronsztejn cited above also mentioned a small community. 
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of the VJC and had committed to cooperate in all fields" 64 (translation -M. Świtała). In further extracts, settlement possibilities were discussed, which a delegation of Jews from Przemyśl was to be responsible for -those who had been interested in migration to that area. Thus, the registration conducted at the end of August was organised by the committee cooperating with the VJC, and therefore also with the CCJP. At the same time, it was one of the first structures of Jewish people representation in Lower Silesia. Formally, the committee brought together Polish Jews but in reference to the period of the day this statement may be considered purely theoretical as German Jews constituted the majority of those registered. This situation also caused another problem. The committee aimed at helping Jews who had survived the Extermination. As the president of the CCJP, Emil Sommerstein declared:
The issue of camp prisoners is one of the most important problems. It needs to be solved so that assistance is really provided. At minister [of Public Administration -author's note] Ochab's the issue has been presented in such a manner that Jewish camp prisoners are in an especially difficult situation, much worse than Polish camp prisoners as the latter return to their families and homes, while Jewish prisoners have nobody and nothing to return to; they must be supported by Jewish Committees for some time 65 .
The issue of nationality and Jewish identity turned out to be an central problem, with serious consequences for "Jew-autochthones", who were perceived mainly through the Germaness. This problem was almost imperceptible both to activists in Warsaw, representing Polish Jews in the strict sense and to the government administration coping with the problem in practice.
Jews or Germans? -legal or social problem?
Apart from the German Jews committee in Jelenia Góra, there was a similar organisation in Wrocław, embracing a much bigger community. It is this very structure that temporarily, in June 1945, competed with the committee in Dzierżoniów for superiority over other committees. In fact, it was a dispute over the following problem -which committee was to be known as the voivodeship committee and function as the CCJP representation. Although the head office representatives visiting Lower Silesia accepted the supreme authority of Dzierżoniów activists, they did not want to deprive German Jews from old Breslau of their rights as they had also founded a committee and desired to protect all survivors. A more significant issue of disagreement, against the background of the discussed debate, was the problem of the authorities' attitude towards German Jews and their status. In one of the letters addressed to the voivode, the authors -"autochthones" -reminded him of a promise 02/2018 ROCZNIK ZIEM ZACHODNICH
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given by the CCJP representatives, namely the declaration made during the meeting on 27 th June 1945:
[...] we were promised the equality of German and Polish Jews in every field and in all respects under the Ministerial act. According to the information from the Central Jewish Committee in Warsaw, this act has entered into force and the Voivodeship was informed about this very fact. The authorities in the area of Wrocław do not want to grant us the rights that we are entitled to, on the basis of the above act, assuming that they have been informed about this matter 66 .
Thus, they were officially claiming the rights they were entitled to as either victims of the Third Reich or simply members of Jewish community. Similar problems appeared in other territories inhabited by groups of German Jews. The circular of the Ministry of Public Administration, separated this group from the whole of German people, among others on the basis of a temporary certificate authorising them to stay in Poland
67
. Subsequently, individual people could obtain the right to permanent settlement, among other things through a verification process. Thanks to this fact, what Grzegorz Berendt underlines, that German Jews did not hide their identity, because they hoped for a better income and benefits, at least of material character unlike the remaining German citizens. Unfortunately sometimes, as in Słupsk, the community of "Jew-autochthones" faced hostility, for example in the form of insults on the part of Poles coming to this city 68 . The community of German Jews found themselves in a similar situation in the capital of the Karkonosze Mountains. In a letter from August 1945, starost Tabaka asked the voivode about the status of this group, indicating specific problems he was facing: 
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The establishment of this inquiry was provoked by situations in which Jews of non-Polish origin demanded or applied for allocation of a shop or another business thus raising the starost's concerns. Especially when he was not sure about "their loyalty during the war" 70 . The official's problems might have seemed rather insignificant according to the report prepared by the CCJP representatives during the visit to Lower Silesia. In this document, Jewish activists claimed just and equal treatment for Jewish people, including assistance in obtaining flats and places of work. Generally speaking, they asked for every possible assistance -also of material character, and facilitation of Jewish committees' work 71 . The letter was written in response to animosity and signs of hostility towards the Jewish population. Obviously, this report did not take into account certain specific situations and the reality, including the existence of German Jews committees. Several weeks later, as early as October 1945, Jelenia Góra starost addressed another letter to the voivode, this time asking him about issuing documents according to the voivode's circular from 4 th August 72 . On the basis of this act, authorised representatives of a particular district were allowed to issue temporary certificates of protection provided by the Polish state to the persons to whom the document was issued. To many people, this was the first step on the way to a verification process or a broadly understood polonization 73 . In fact, this was all about differentiating German Jews from the rest of the German population, thus enabling them to function in similar conditions to the rest of the so-called Polish Jews. The letter in question was issued because of a remark made by an Office of Public Security official that half-Jews or quarter-Jews were not allowed to become members of the committees, "not mentioning Germans" 74 , as Poland did not respect the Nuremberg Laws; the officer, Baumgarten, thus was demanding that all the "Mischlings" be crossed off the lists of those registered, suspecting that Germans, who were to be displaced, might have been hiding in the institution. Having doubts about such behaviour on the part of security organs, Wojciech Tabaka asked the voivode directly: Iwanek, Rok 1945, [in:] Jelenia Góra. Zarys…, p. 227; for more about verification, see: G. Strauchold, Autochtoni polscy, niemieccy, czy....Od nacjonalizmu do komunizmu (1945 -1949 The starost suggested issuing certificates in accordance with earlier circulars and letters, which he considered as necessary. He had been issuing such documents himself. It is not known whether and in what way Tabaka's letters were answered. At the end of October, the voivode communicated these doubts to another body. This time he asked the CCJP if, according to the statute of this institution, German Jews were allowed to become members of committees. I could not reached the answer to this question 76 . Undoubtedly, German Jews stayed in Jelenia Góra for the following months. Moreover, they were also members of the committee. The only document proving this is the register of children 77 . More than half of them had German-sounding names and surnames. In my view, they were German Jewish children, although this cannot be verified on the basis of the register compiled right after the war that contained only adult people. Quarterly certificates of the state protection for those documents' owners also prove the presence of German Jews. As one can see, the starost did not stop issuing them. What is more, he continued the procedure for almost one year 78 . An interesting example in this context is the case of Augusta Sara Thiel, who was living in nearby Szklarska Poręba. In a letter addressed to the Ministry of Public Administration, she described her situation -that of a German Jewish woman protected by the state and despite this very fact dispossessed of her house. Beginning from July 1945, Thiel had important and successively renewed documents -an attachment to the letter. However, in April 1946 she was evicted from the guest house she had run before 1937. The building had been occupied by Polish and Soviet officers "for military purposes", which in this case was only a pretext to move into a grand and well-furnished house. In the document sent to the ministry, she wrote: That is why I kindly and earnestly ask the Ministry to take care of my case so that the harm done to me may be compensated for and so that I might spend the rest of my elderly years in my own house and be able to run the guest house 79 .
The final outcome of Augusta Thiel's case is not known. Even though her letters reveal her determination to regain her property, the likelihood of the relocation of officers was probably rather small. In this period when property in the so-called Recovered Territories was generally reserved for settlers, the social status of Germans exceptionally low and the issue of German Jews unclear, the owner probably did not manage to return to the guest house. She was seeking to regain her property in a dynamic period of deporting German people from territories granted to Poland. In April and May transports with autochthones also departed from Jelenia Góra poviat 80 . One year later, in July 1947, pursuant to instructions given by workers of the Socio-Political Department of the Voivodeship Office in Wrocław, the question of the number of German Jews in particular territories was directed to poviats. In the majority of poviats such communities were already non-existent. In total, according to the reports, in the voivodeship territory there were 135 Jews applying for leave to remain in Poland at that time. The greatest number, that is as many as 30 persons in Wrocław and 20 people, respectively, in Jelenia Góra poviat and Wałbrzych
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. The rest were concentrated in only several neighbouring locations. It is not known if they managed to stay. It is probable that they left the region in the last transport going to Germany in the following year.
Conclusion
Jews who immediately after the end of the war found themselves in Jelenia Góra were an interesting community. Among its members, there were liberated camp prisoners, including also those from other countries; on the other hand, German Jews constituted the majority -those who had somehow survived the war period in the territory of their hometowns and surrounding areas. And it is on their initiative that in July 1945 a committee was formed that on the voivodeship scale was one of the first such structures. Despite the complicated political and social situation, the first transports of Polish settlers arriving in the city, Jews above all made efforts to organize their lives once again. It is understandable that they wanted to be treated equally with other Jews, as the system's victims, not like the rest of the Germans. Undoubtedly, their efforts corresponded with the postulates and promises given by clerks and individual officials, politicians -these were not completely executed though. In a dynamically changing situation, also in view of the growing number of new legal documents, the status of German Jews was unclear. Even if, as in the case of Jelenia Góra, they possessed certificates and had the opportunity to applying for residence in the area, it is clear that the execution of this law, the reality of that time did not favour such an outcome.
Finally, analogically to the German population, these Jews left the city. Thus, their experience was doubly complicated. As victims of the Third Reich, isolated for years from the rest of German society, in the end they had to leave their homeland together with other Germans and share the hardship of displacement -being in a way double victims of Hitler's politics 82 . In this context, an insoluble issue was their identification and the question of whether the Extermination experience emphasised their Jewish identity, in contrast to their prewar identification with Germanness, an example of which may be the case of Martin Sachs.
Yet another, equally important question is the issue of structural continuity. The committee established by German Jews shortly thereafter became an institution subordinate to the CCJP. For a short period of time, a Jewish population of two and even three different experiences and cultures participated in Jewish life in the city -German Jews, Polish Jews as well as those who had come from the USSR as part of the so called repatriation 83 from the first half of 1946. And the latter, the most numerous group in the following years, continued both the work of Jewish institutions and the subsequent history of the Jewish community. Ultimately, the final experience of every single group was the same -migration. German Jews left together with other Germans as part of the deportation campaign, whereas Polish Jews in fear of danger caused by the atmosphere after the Kielce Pogrom left in 1946, and others just after the establishment of the state of Israel in the years 1948-1949 or simply as a result of the Jewish community disappearing in a city or -broadly speaking -in Poland 84 . It might be that time spent in camps for displaced persons (DP camps) in Germany, Aliyah for those leaving for Palestine or later to Israel or co-creating the Jewish community in one of the Western European countries represented their subsequent very similar experiences. Considerations of that kind need another, detailed research project on the basis of at least oral history.
